June 18th, 2006
Hi Leonie, Nadine Gavin
(10:30 am) Got back from the hospital just a few minutes ago. The visit, for dressings, took a bit longer than last Sunday, as the staff were busy trying to resuscitate a patient and being Sunday, there were fewer nurses on duty. I am supposed to go to the hospital every day for fresh dressings but don’t, as the wounds are healing OK and it consumes a lot of time. I see the doctors again on Tuesday. 
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Saw on the TV news last Monday (Nadine’s birthday) that there have been big storms in NZ. Power was cut to half of Auckland for some time and there was lots of snow in South Island as the pic of Christchurch shows.
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On the same day, Stephen Hawking arrived in HK. Have you heard of him? He is widely believed to be the intellectual successor to Einstein with one big difference – he suffers from motor neurone disease, is wheelchair bound and cannot speak. (In fact, he is the oldest surviving person with MND in the UK!) He communicates by sending eye signals to a computer to sort out words and phrases that he strings together and which are then ‘spoken’ by the computer. He certainly attracts attention wherever he goes around the world and HK was no exception. On his arrival at the airport, there were many people and at one point, it resembled a football scrum. He came to HK to deliver a lecture on the origin of the universe. They even had to hold a lottery to allocate the few seats available to the public! I watched his lecture on TV as it was broadcast live. It was very interesting. Prepared beforehand of course and as well as the robotic voice, there were visuals with diagrams and photographs. He left yesterday to attend a conference in Beijing. 
I was watching the TV news the other night and they were talking about the seizure of guns and ammunition seized in an NT raid. Then it was mentioned that the ammo was found under a bed at the Harbour Plaza Resort City Hotel by staff cleaning a room. Turns out that the person concerned was a triad member and had rented the suite on behalf of his gang. 
On Wednesday, I went to the gym for first time since the operation. I did not work to the maximum. It was OK except for two exercises involving the wrists. After the weights, did a slow 10-min run on the treadmill. Also went to the gym on Thursday and Friday. I do not know how long it will be before I can swim again. 
A man in Shenzhen has contracted the bird flu and is in a critical condition. He contacted the disease in spite of even being in contact with chickens. Because of this, chicken imports to HK have been halted for a few weeks. Many here are worried that if the periodic suspension of chicken imports continues, the sale of live chickens in the territory may die out. 
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A busy day yesterday in the southern hemisphere with four Rugby tests. The All Blacks beat Ireland 27-17 in Auckland. Australia thrashed England, SA beat Scotland and Argentina beat Wales. 
Also yesterday, your package arrived, Leonie, with the Harvard T-shirt and graduation photos. The photographs of you are very nice indeed. I will wear the T-shirt sometime though I may feel a bit like a usurper as I have never attended Harvard – nor even been there! Moreover, to think that I do not even have a Stanford T-shirt! 
That about it for now.
Cheers
Stephen Hawking meets the CE, Donald Tsang, at Government House. 





Ireland celebrate their second try (of two they scored).
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